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1. Introduction 
 
The ATENAS project is funded within European Union’s Water JPI and the research is carried out by European 
Regional Centre for Ecohydrology of the Polish Academy of Sciences (ERCE PAS), Finnish Environment 
Institute (SYKE), FPP Enviro (Poland), and National Research Institute for Agriculture, Food and Environment 
(INRAE) (France). ATENAS is built around  3 demonstration sites, covering urban and periurban zones of Łódź, 
Lyon and Vantaa/Helsinki. The project aims to contribute to closing the water cycle gap through securing 
water cycling and the quality of urban runoff by using NBS, but also increasing the resilience of urban systems 
to dry periods. For that purpose, the project develops real scale demo-sites in a gradient of urban pressures 
and urban dynamics, to embrace a range of conditions for future applications.  
 
ATENAS wants to capitalize on knowledge on NBS, and to make it available to professionals and non-
professionals alike. ATENAS focuses on both experimental implementations of NBS based on co-design and 
living-lab approach, and tracing and learning from the process of community building. Therefore, it was 
assumed that information on the results of the project will be widely publicized on the project website, as 
well as on platforms dedicated to the collection of knowledge and information on NBS. One of this platform 
is Oppla (https://oppla.eu/), which is open the EU Repository of Nature-Based Solutions. Oppla is dedicated 
to the broader community, both those involved in science, policy and practice; the public and private sectors, 
as well as individuals. It provides a knowledge marketplace for information on natural capital, ecosystem 
services and nature-based solutions. Its goal is to be a space for sharing, acquiring and creating knowledge 
in the most simplified way possible. 
 
This deliverable 5.3 presents the ATENAS cases published on the OPPLA website. One is a general description 
of the ATENAS project, two of them describe the NBS created during the project (Lyon and Lodz), and the last 
one is about approach to support multi-objective urban planning (Vantaa). Each description has a contact 
person listed and a link to the project website as well as the source of funding. 
 
The created descriptions are available at the links below: 
 

Łódź: 

https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29446 

Lyon: 

https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29492 

Vantaa: 

https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29496 

ATENAS project: 

https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29353 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://oppla.eu/
https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29446
https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29492
https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29496
https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29353
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2. To Ally Technology, Nature and Society for integrated urban water 
management: ATENAS 

 
The first case described and published is about the ATENAS project, so that we can familiarize the wider 
community with the idea and achievements of the project. The purpose of the project, areas of 
implementation/research with key challenges, main activities and interventions undertaken, along with the 
impact on science, capacity building, and implementations were described (Figure 1). 
 
LINK:  https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29353
 
 

 
 
Figure 1. Oppla page screenshot - ATENAS project description 

https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29353
https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29353


 
 

 

3. Triple infiltration basin and greenery regeneration in the square of 
Oblęgorska / Widok Street in Łódź (Poland) 

 
The case description includes information on the implementation of 3 infiltration basins along with the 
regeneration of the entire Widok / Oblęgorska / Wojska Polskiego square. The description includes a range 
of information on the activities undertaken in the process of NBS formation, a description of the specifics of 
the study area and related challenges. The role of various stakeholders during the project, the process of co-
creation and co-creation is extensively discussed. The description is enriched with photos (Figure 2). 
 
LINK: https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29446 
 

 
 
Figure 2. Oppla page screenshot - Łódź demo site

https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29446
https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29446


 
 
 

4. Amplification of the self-purification capacity of a small urban river 
using a natural solution to reduce the effect of urban stormwater 
degradation on its ecological status (France) 

 
Lyon demo site description include information about the NBS for enhancement the self-purification capacity 
of a small stream polluted by urban rainfall discharges. Its include undertaken activities, potential impact and 
benefits, and a description of the specifics of the case. The description is enriched with photos (Figure 3). 
 
 
LINK: https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29492 
 

 
 
Figure 3. Oppla page screenshot - Lyon demo site 

https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29492


 
 

5. Multi-criteria decision analysis in an urban planning and storm 
water management case in the Kivistö case, City of Vantaa, Finland 

 
The description of the activities carried out in Vantaa differs from Lyon and Lodz in that no specific nature-
based solutions were implemented during the project. The key objective of ATENAS in Vantaa was to support 
developing and evaluating alternatives for urban planning and decentralized stormwater management in the 
planning phase. Multi-criteria decision analysis (MCDA) were selected by the researchers to be a key tool for 
co-planning and support decision making. MCDA framework was described as Finish case study in OPPLA. 
 
LINK: https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29496 
 

 
Figure 3. Oppla page screenshot – Helsinki metropolitan region 
 

https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29496
https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29496
https://oppla.eu/casestudy/29496


 
 

6.  Summary 
 
Describing and publishing on open platforms information about the conducted research and obtained results 
is one of the important aspects of disseminating scientific knowledge and experience to a diverse community. 
This allows expanding the scope of the project's impact, not only to the direct beneficiaries of the project 
(i.e., the city's residents), but creates opportunities to replicate and apply such solutions elsewhere, drawing 
on others' experiences. Oppla gathers diversified community spread all over the world and is well recognized 
open platform, with access to guidance, software, data and other resources, where you can promote your 
own projects or network. It allows to fulfill WP5 objectives about enabling mutual learning, sharing of 
knowledge and showcasing good practices. 
 
The diversity of the ATENAS project makes it possible to show wider community approaches taken by 3 
partners facing different challenges: 

❖ Finland (Vantaa/Helsinki): responsible planning for cities, MCDA,  
❖ Poland (Łódź): making change in degraded landscape, infiltration basins and greenery regeneration, 
❖ France (Lyon): focus action on the problem, enhance the self-purification capacity of a small stream 

polluted by urban rainfall discharges, 

which together, include: 

❖ improvement of environmental conditions,  
❖ stakeholder engagement, improvement of space attractiveness, 
❖ reducing the cost of dealing with water problems (quality and quantity). 

 


